Sample Monologue

Directions – Below is an immigrant’s story written in the context of a monologue.  Read the story and answer the questions that follow.

I am 25 years old, I was born and grew up in Mexico. I came to the United States 5 years ago. Before I came to the U.S. I used to live in Mexico City. I was studying at a preparatory school and I was working in a shopping center as a cashier. In the morning I had to work and in the afternoon I went to school. At that time I was planning to go to the university and be successful like others guys of my age, but destiny had been prepared another way for me. I was living with my mother and one of my sisters whom I knew 8 years ago (she was 22 years old and she had been raised by another family). 

After that exciting day when my mother and I met my sister we lived so happily for the next 3 years but happiness is not forever and a black day would come. It was during the first days of March of 1991 when my mother got sick and she had to be hospitalized, after a few days, my mother died and my life turned and took another way. It was so hard for my sister and me to live in the house because we were always remembering when my mother lived with us and we were always crying so we decided to come to the U.S. with one of my brothers that lived in San Diego. 

After 3 months we decided to come to Santa Ana to live with one of my aunts. Then here in Santa Ana I got married 3 years ago and now I have a son who is two years old and I plan to start some business here in the U.S. or go back to Mexico and go to the university with my wife. I can say my mother would be so proud of my life now

Questions
1.  In what ways could this person better define who he/she is in the monologue?

2.  In what ways could this person better describe the places mentioned in this monologue?

3.  In what ways could this person use descriptions of senses in the monologue to make his/her story more detail?

4.  In what ways could this person use symbols in the monologue to make his/her story more interesting?

